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Asian Carp: Very Big and Very Bad
by Clark Bullard, Board of Directors

Asian carp are voracious plankton feeders that can quickly 
dominate rivers and lakes by gobbling up the same food that 
sustains native ýsh populations. Accidentally introduced to 
the lower Mississippi River in the early 1990s, they now  
live in the Illinois River, where they grow so large they 
have no natural predators. They are rapidly approaching the 
Great Lakes, which have 
already been weakened 
by other invasive 
species. 

The carp are already 
overtaking and out-
competing native ýsh 
in the Mississippi and 
Illinois Rivers. Boaters 
have been injured by 
carp weighing more than 
25 lbs that jump high 
out of the water when 
frightened by the sound 
of a boat motor.  Local 
residents fear that things 
could get far worse: e.g., the tragic death of a water skier, or 
the economic impact of diminishing populations of native 
ýsh that are prey for eagles. If Asian carp invade the Great 
Lakes, they could devastate the regionôs $7 billion ýshing 
industry and permanently alter how recreational boaters, 
anglers and tourists use and enjoy the lakes and their many 
tributaries. 

Michigan and several other Great Lakes states have been 
asking the US Supreme Court to order immediate temporary 
closure of the locks that separate Lake Michigan from the 
canals and rivers that run through Chicago. Their initial 

pleas for emergency action have been unsuccessful, and the 
Court has not yet set a date for hearing the case. Vociferous 
objections by barge and tour boat operators who use the 
locks on a daily basis have dominated the headlines. 

Prairie Rivers Network is working with regional and national 
groups to focus public attention on the long-term solution to 
these and other invaders -- restoring the natural divide between 

the Great Lakes and 
Mississippi River basins 
to prevent invasions in 
either direction via the 
Chicago waterways. 
Four possible locations 
for such a barrier have 
already been identiýed, 
about 25 miles inland 
from the locks that 
are currently drawing 
the attention of the 
public and the press. 
Waterborne commerce 
could thrive on both 
sides of the divide. A 
modern 21st century 

intermodal freight terminal could be built there, connecting 
barges to a new rail ñbeltwayò that could relieve congestion 
currently caused by slow trains moving through the city.

This solution could also require extensive re-plumbing 
of Chicagoôs sewage treatment infrastructure, which was 
designed a century ago to use Lake Michigan as a giant toilet 
tank to þush partially treated sewage down the Illinois River.  
One option would require a pipeline to pump the sewage 
over the basin divide.  The alternative would be to do what 
Prairie Rivers has been advocating for many years

(continued on page 2.)
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Asian Carp Update continued...
 ï strengthen water pollution regulations to 
force Chicago to do what other Great Lakes 
cities are required to do ï fully treat its 
sewage so it can be safely discharged into 
Lake Michigan.

Asian carp are not the ýrst animals to threaten 
to cross from one basin to another through 
the Chicago area waterways; zebra mussels 
and the round goby have already invaded 
the Mississippi River 
system from the Great 
Lakes via this route. 
An underwater electric 
ñfenceò installed in the 
Chicago Sanitary and 
Ship Canal in 2002 
was too late to stop the 
round goby invasion. 
In 2006 a stronger one 
was completed to stop 
Asian carp from heading north into the Great 
Lakes, and an improved twin-fence design 
became operational in the summer of 2009. 
Within a month, however, carp DNA was 
found upstream of the fences.

Staff scientist Traci Barkley has been 
leading Prairie Riversô efforts to upgrade 
water quality standards in the Chicago area.  
Ironically, Traci conducted some of the early 
research on the electric fence prior to joining 
Prairie Rivers Network.  At a recent public 
hearing in Chicago, she reminded top federal 
ofýcials that the electric fence and lock 
closures are half-measures at best, and that 

we must act quickly to permanently close 
the connection between the basins.

Prairie Rivers Network and our partners 
have been successful in communicating 
the urgency of the problem, and things are 
starting to happen. Responding to grassroots 
pressure, the White House held a summit 
with Great Lakes governors in February to 
announce the Administrationôs Asian carp 

strategy, and sent 
top ofýcials from 
the White House and 
four other federal 
agencies to the 
Chicago stakeholder 
meeting. The House 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure held a 
hearing on the carp 

threat in February.  

At this point Illinois is seen by other states and 
by federal ofýcials as the villain, as it seeks 
to protect Chicago boating interests from the 
economic impacts of lock closures.  Prairie 
Rivers Network, meanwhile, is focusing on 
developing a permanent solution: a long 
overdue modernization of transportation 
and wastewater treatment infrastructure that 
will protect not only the Great Lakes but 
also the entire Mississippi River basin from 
northbound and southbound invaders alike. 
We want Illinois to be the biggest part of the 
solution.

Welcome Laura Kammin
PRN would like to welcome the newest member of our 
professional staff, Laura Kammin. Laura will be serving as 
our Habitat Conservation Specialist. Her work will focus 
on Mississippi River restoration and statewide river habitat 
restoration and conservation. Previously, Laura worked for 
University of Illinois Extension as a wildlife specialist. Her 
past work has included studying wildlife use of riparian ýlter 
strips, radio telemetry studies of wildlife, and developing 
outreach materials to educate people about wildlife and their 
habitat requirements. Laura has a B.S. in Natural Resources and 
Environmental Sciences and an M.S. in Wildlife Ecology.
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Support Prairie Rivers Network on Earth Day - April 22nd
Look for this sign on Earth Day, April 22nd at 
these Champaign-Urbana businesses. They are 
donating a portion of their proýts to PRN to 
celebrate Earth Day!

Common Ground  
Food Co-op

Heartland 
Gallery

International 
Galleries

Xinh Xinh Cafe

Yes, I want to help protect our rivers and streams.

ƺ $25 Student Membership 	 ƺ $50 Basic Membership
ƺ $1,000	 ƺ $500	 ƺ $250	 ƺ $100 
ƺ Other $ _ ____________

Name:_______________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________

City, State, Zip:________________________________________

Phone:_______________________________________________

E-mail (to receive Action Alerts):__________________________

Thank you for your support!

All members receive our newsletter and action alerts. Your contribution to PRN is tax deductible.

Make checks payable to: Prairie Rivers Network, 1902 Fox Drive, Suite G, Champaign, IL 61820

PRN Board of Directors: Welcome Maggie and Chad; Goodbye Joe
Maggie Bruns is the Legal and 
Operations Associate at the League 
of Conservation Voters (LCV) in 
Washington, D.C. She currently 
manages operations, outreach and 
LCVôs Presidentôs Ofýce, while 
acting as the liaison for their Board 
of Directors. 

Maggie has been a long time 
supporter and volunteer of PRN. 

She began volunteering while attending the U of I. Shortly 
thereafter she began organizing various PRN events such as 
the Salt Fork River Clean Ups and our Annual Dinners.  After 
graduation, Maggie worked for the Student Conservation 
Association in Northwest Montana and interned with World 
Wildlife Fund, before landing at the League.

She brings a fresh (yet familiar) 
voice and her experience working 
with a national grassroots 
organization to help guide the 
future direction of Prairie Rivers 
Network.

Chad McKenzie is the Executive 
VP and Creative Director at 
Royse-Wagner, Inc. In addition to 

expertise in marketing and design, Chad brings a genuine 
interest in and understanding of environmental issues to the 
board. Because of his personal commitment to promoting 
sound environmental practices, Chad has created beautiful 
and compelling campaigns and designs for environmentally 
focused clients such as the Salt Lake City Olympics 
Environmental Committee, the University of Illinois 
Environmental Council, National Great Rivers Research and 
Education Center (NGRREC), and of course, PRN.

As a citizen and a dad to nine-year-old Hadley and six-year-
old Haden, Chadôs vision is of a world where clean air and 
water, lush forests and healthy populations of indigenous 
wildlife are a reality for his children and future generations.

Thank you Joe Petry. The staff 
and board of directors thank Joe 
for his guidance on Prairie Rivers 
Networkôs board during the past 
three years. His work founding the 
Boneyard Creek Community Day 
and his dedication to preserving 
Illinois natural areas is an 
inspiration to us all. 

We wish him the best of luck as 
he continues to support healthy Illinois landscapes as a vice 
chair of the Illinois Association of Park Districts.
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Upcoming Events
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Discover What Makes a River Special
May 15, 2010

Kickapoo State Park

The Illinois Natural History Survey and Prairie Rivers Network 
present the River Discovery Program! Our Traveling Science 
Center--dedicated to biodiversity with a focus on rivers--will be 
there. 

Aquatic Insect Workshop
11:00 a.m. or 2:00 p.m.

The workshop is free and open to 
the public, but please register by 
emailing Jen Mui at jmui@inhs.
illinois.edu. For more information 
call 224-234-0199.

Guided Tour Through Bell Smith Springs - May 30th

Join PRN and the Heartwood Forest Council for a special guided 
tour through Bell Smith Springs. This is a unique opportunity to 
experience a true gem in southern Illinois. See page 5.

Visual Tour Down the Mississippi River - June 22 
Seven Saints Restaurant, Champaign

Join PRN for dinner and a tour down the Mississippi River. Andy 
Borbely and a friend canoed the vast majority of the Mighty 
Mississippi by canoe. Andy is a great storyteller and has put 
together a photo presentation of his adventure. You must register 
for this event.

Contact Steph for more info on these events at sadams@
prairierivers.org and look for details on our website soon.
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